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CHIEF EDITOR’S MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure that Arya Mahila PG College, Varanasi
is bringing out the Volume IV No. 3, 2015 of its journal, CREATION.
This joumai isan inter-disciplinary, bilingue] research journal which includes
articles in Hindi and English Languages. Itis being published annuallyin
October every year.

Lam happy that this research joumal of Arya Mahila PG . College,
Varanas] has received encouraging response from all corners by its readers
and contribntors, This issue ineludes articles on the concept of gender and
i and i i

its various
With immense i in, I would like t y
deep and humble gratitude conoern to the readers and the contributors of
this voiume, who are the real ambassador of this journal to ke itso popu-
larin the academic community, Once again, I request t all the readers and
it of our journat t ge us with the same supporting spitit.
Each suggestion and-comment for improving the quality of the journal is
always weicome.

Best wishes
Volume IV No. : 3,2015 October 1
Prof. Rachana Duhcy
Chief Editor
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EDITORIAL

Gender is amani d iple of social lifsand i
is adirect expression of that soctal reality. Thus it is obvious that the social
construction of space is not only gendered but also steeped in power
relations. Und ly then gender politics b Tutely central to
the very idea of representation. The concern of seholars is the systemic
omission of women from the theme of representation., The debate over
the di lity between ind. umﬁghtforeqwhty
1s not a straxghtforward ope in a world driven by mequalmes across

and social Gender dasa
category to biological sex di and the way these are
used to inform behawors and competencxes, which are then assigned as
either * line’ or *fe . G social scientists have

acknowledged that there cannot slmplybe one medel of equality.
Keeping in tune with the global trend, the narrative in India too is
changmg and at the heart of the change are its women. The change is
d and varied, individual and ive and is reflected across
the speetrum of women’s lmemm politics orin economics, in their
daily lives, or the field of work withinthe home and outside. In this context,
‘political and social life in India in the last decade has givenrise to a variety

of i ming the and resili gmdamequahtyma
ransitional and post-colonial society. Therefore gender justice
that requires urgency.

Creation, the Interdisciplinary Joumal of Arya Mahila P G College
began its journey in 2010. The present special Issue explores the gender
perspective from various angles including the new formations of gender
identity that arc emerging, It covers a wide range of issucs such as the
relationship between women and the world,

Weare very thankful to the contributors forusing masculinity and
feminity as analytical tools to question the social, political, economic and
cultural processes and their impact on gender equations. We convey our
gmtltude tothe membe:s of' theAdvxsoxy as well as the Editorial Board

for their genuine i

Bhavana Trivedi
Bhaunmati Mishra
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Socio-economic Activities & Status of
Women in Island Society : An Assessmeut

Hema Bannerjee

‘any nation is inevitably tinked with the social and
light of d t tlwroleofwomenmnauonblﬂldmg
effort needs no special emphasis, The lying the SHGs are
financing the poorest of the poor and achermg holistic empowerment,
SHG pt in brmgs groupc ng wornen,
senseoft <1 and adi W "
about half of the popu.latlon of India and possessmg high degres of
kills inall findustry needa
wnducwe envu'onment 50 as to enable them to play an important role in
3! of thy
Backd ‘welfare pr to 1k ; Six decades
of mdependence has seen a plethora of laws passcd by the states and
Union government to protect woimen from violence and discrimination
and to strengthqn their enmlements in the social and economic fields.
and ions have x-rayed the position of
women, the advances made by therh and the obstacles faced by them and
they have made umpteen recommendations o improve the situation, The
Ceptral Women Welfare Advisory Board and State Social Welfare
Advisory Board have become a platform to come up with their personal
and family problems and solve it positively. The Board has been set up
both at centre as well as state level as autonomous body to look after the
entire problem of womenfolk. The Nineties saw the setting up National
Commission for Women (NCW) and state level commission in various
staws to inquire into the working of vanous legal and constitutional
i wumcn,to tigate ion of women’s
rlgh's and genorally 1o advi i e policy framework in
prder to include women’s concern in the mainstream,
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Andawman & Nieobar Profile : In Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, as per 2011 census, 177710 of the women population: constituted
43.8% of the total population (380581) _Majority of them live invural
arens, Besides, onty b 52535(40.07%) are working population., of which
31646(20.74%) is women. Majority of agrieulturists are engaged in
Thelr source of income is very l\mi(ed.'moughfemalelimcyisvuyhigh
(§6,83%) Job ities and other activiti Very SCarce.

it tine |

i the scope in theistand there was anced to encourage

L of women by pi of SHGsby
. PO i forundertaking various activiti
dyroad tunits, handicrafts, coir products,

dwmmdUTs.iumeA&N!slandssocinlwelfare
Advisoty Dowrd (SWAR) was extablished in 1957 SWABhas confined
T roaponaiblilty axclusively towards wolfure of female and girl children.
The Board hes bean looking ‘after the objectives relating © education,
s, nuteition wod mams of Jivelihood, domestic violence and personal
probleme. Lot of welfre schomes have been ‘1aunched by the board &
wpomared by oerd t b,

trad go! 1 for the welfare of women co!

Solal gecurity and Women development : From the very
blglnnlnu.du UTadnﬂnimmtionhnsbeen very serious: about the women
roluted jusues. The state social welfare i
activition towards the mission. The Board has
and set up many net worksat. t level, Every villag
MuhilnMundnl.Angﬂn\vadi CemresAsasmallmilof ‘selfregulated system,’
Mahile Mandal is representing the womenfotk of every village/ unit. The
MahilaMandal basically Jooks after the basic problems of fenales and girl
children, It has encos d them tomarch towards selfrelianceand self-

4 1ce best " : 3 ot thy

7 g %
furnbettcrmwmicpmspﬂi!y.ﬂachMaﬁla
centre 1o ook after domestic viol
18 giveotodrugor alcohol addicted problems
their lusband or other male members in the
famity workers with the family liny
probloms faced by poor family members.

Anganwadi Centre: Itisacentrally sponsored schere runby
educuted female workers for the welfare of the 1ocal females. They run

PP

Bécloesonomic actlvities & Status of Women in.. 3

oenters provide basic training
well itation benefits. A

e oo poor famili working
S ross. Nuu_-mous food and snacks are provided to the
o:mars.ln ‘cxty are'as, Créches are run for the benefit of
fe hildren in th h workin;
/ Qeque,(heC“‘ Iso gives basic educati oxgl
nf‘ld ‘sam\anon knowledge tothe children as well as the
I the mission, women empowerment and social justice Raji
! iiv
i Mﬂlﬂlc.réche?mg;;mmcshns sanctioned 51 Créches units in
nt ﬂnanclfal:syear 2010-2011. Under the scheme, each unit is
& grant of Rs. 42,384 toabout 25 children of workin;
P s rking women
Awarcness Generation Programme (AGP) : The registered
woluntary organization/ Mahila Mandals are gi t i
under AGP for rural and poor wormen. A nt of Rs. 10,0(;0" P ided
Ll‘o:; camp of ‘ten. ‘days for upliftment of status of women’s, education,
iviti i) inst domestic

violence, atrocities, discrimination ef

Coudensed course of Edueation : This scheme bri
oudense ¢ s ings th
drop out girl ehild inthe mainstream of education. Womer/ girls im}gxe ag:
group of 15 plus are enrolled in Primary, Middle, Metric/ Secondary level
courses and pursue further education.

?amily cou!mlix,gCenters (FCC) + Family Counseling Centers
desertion, property
g;p“:m’ ydemand, tal el e violence. Three

from Central Social Welire
Board, New Delhi. Socil

3 Volnnux"yActi:mBm:cfluf (VAB) : TheAction Bureau primarily
ivities for nd victims of

C i A i P

okt o

pr a
farmily haressment. Since 1987, the VAB has i
1 , registered 1195 cases out of
x‘;?)ha: i Mcﬂa‘se;has been senled amicably out of court, During the year
200 ones,et;ed'meauhxsregls(emd 139 cases out of which 128 cases
Eeonomic Empowerment of womeu through self
Employments : From the very begintiing, the local inistration with
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the help of Banks and other governmental agencieshas undertaken many
projects related to income generating activities for women, Majority of
populati arenotonk oally weak butal i kward
These migrated families have been exposed to critical financial hardships
in their home states. Hence they migrated to these islands in search of
employment. The population from Andbra Pradesh, Tamit Nadu, West
Bengal , Kerala, Bihar (undivided), now Tharkhand and other parts of
India show that they are socially and ecouomically backward, Mostly
{andless families from Andhra Pradesh have undertaken fishing as
profession. Most of them are agricultural and non- agricultural laborers
from Tamil Nadu, Bengal and Tharkhand, Tetugu and Tamil communities
are mostly settled incity areas and are engaged in various low profit works
as wage laborers and in fishing activities. However the Bengal and Renchi
Tribal - 3inapriculturel and non- agricultural activities )
and female in Tamil and Telagu communities are equally engagedinthe
economic activities such as fishing, as wage taborers in construction line
and agriculture related works. ‘Hence, females have aspecial contribution
towards the male income in perticular and islands economy in general. A
good number of educated females are also engaged in various dutiesin
government establishments.
The social welfare Advisory Board with an active initiative and
jon of banks as well p t of rural lop has
3 lated to upli 1 of poor backward females
project, DWCRA rted

initiated so many
in these islands. Under rural d
gant icatly poor under

DWCRA : DWCRA scheme provides’ income generating
activitiesto and al jzational support i of serving
systém for the assisted thartheyt oot inientsof
goods and servi ilable inthat area, The sch
of groups of 10-15 women. ‘Women are expected to come together for
activities of mutual interest to all. Before starting an income generating
activity, women. d the objecti d benefits of DWCRA

and howthey can supplement the family income withthe help of economic.
activity and therebyraise the help, nutritional d jonal standards of
these children, One women ‘wember from the group functions as group
organizer who would help in the choice of activity, procurement of 2w
materials and marketing of products.

evlasseonmic sctlvitics & Status of Women in ... : §

sndertaken by groups are mainty fishing business,
antoon, bakery and supply of snacks to school
i g and Barnboo, envelope making, Bmbroidery and
jvon plggery and pouliry have been started by various

yfhder this scheme.
Package for Women : NABARD has provided financial
constitution of women developmental cell in the Andaman
tate Cooperative Bank (ANSCB) for catering to the
 i00ds of women through formation, murturing and up scaling
Belf 1clp Groups. Under the centrally sponsored SGSY, 30%
Idmulfled beneficiaries are required to be women folk. Besides in
“Mlnu,' 5% of the incremental bank credit shatl be earmarked for
womin ficiaries. While tt ‘women to institutional credit by
Uy Andaman and Nicobar State Cooperative Bank (ANSCB) has shown
sndournging trends, the eoverage of women by the commerclal banks
could not be gauged on account of the absence ofan established system

{NABARDP.10)

L DWCRA isthe door to suceess in the mission of women group
activities. Hence, the local branch of NABARD has undertaken the road
map of SHGs activities under the guidefines of RBL As the SHGs were
informal entities and the nature of their savings and credit operations

1 iderable departure from traditional § practioes

of banking, after i ions with RBI, il Banksand
NGOs, I\{ABARD launched the pilot project of linking SHGs with
commercial banks in 1991-1992.

Ohjectives of Pilot Project ¢

Te 1 "

jes for meeti i
needs of the poor by ining the flexibili ngﬂwu::d:‘:
responsiveness of informal credit system with the strength ofthe
technical and inistrati i d financial resources
of the formal credit institutions.
To build mutual trustand dence between the bank dthe
rural poor.
Audaman Nicobar State Cooperative Bank : Innineties, the
NABARD in these islands launched micro finance delivery policy to
SHGs activities. NABARD ha managed to make
the fi tal institution like ANSCB dal ‘which ha d d
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links with SHGs and banking institution to deliver sufficient funds to SHGs
to start mj in rural as well asurba The lead bank,
State Bank of India has been asked to maintain all accounts and official
documents of other commercial banks.

The ANSCB 4s pioneer institution hasextended financial help to
SHGs. Apart from that the cooperative banks has opened a special cell
called wormen developmentcell with a: specla.l lady ofﬁoer to ook after the

ﬁnanc)alhnkagewnﬂ]wmnmSH(‘ d g i tmmmg
their g Since its

the bank hes linked 808 munb FSHGs ing an amoant of RS.

500.521akhs dto 150 SHGs by ial bank i

to Rs. 279.74%akhs, During 2009-2010, the bank had linked 230 SHGs
and extended credit facilities o the tunc of Rs, 210.47 lakhs, of which Rs.
207.75 lakhs was extended to 219 women groups.(p. 14, annual reports,
2010, ANSCB,).
District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) towards SHG
SHGs have also becn formed by District Rural Deve!opmem

Agency (DRDA) with ive financial invol of
Under Swama_]ayanu Gram Swarozgar Yo_] ana (SGSY) the bank has
also provided credit assi to SHGs and i ficiaries inthe

form of revolving fund and project loan to the tune of RS. 16.33 lakhs.

Various agencles engaged in Miero-finanee promotlon to
SHG : Since 200 fthe NGOs and other agencies
have gained of SHGs ing bankers. At present
four banks, NGOs and mini ﬁnancc institutions are pursuing the programs
for uplifiment of the poor in the UTs. There has, however, béen a spurt
during 2009 with the number of SHG registering an increase from 1356
as on 31.3.2008 to as much as 2171 as on 31 Macch 2009.0ut of the 13
banks functioning in the UTs, only7 banks had been participating in the
SHG- bank linkage programme as of March 2009.

Mata Amritanandmayee(Amrita Sree Micro. Finance
Projeet) : CARE lndxa, anational organization is vmrkmgmthe lineof
NGO hasinit financeand livelihood inA&N islands.
Since Dec. 2005, séveral hundred SHGs have been formed by CARE
Indiainthe 1slands NABARD ANSCB, Syndxcam banks, SBl are the
major e task of

of women in the islands through promoting SHGs#ARer the project period

Hoeli-soonomlc activities & Status of Women iu ..

Wm handed out to Mata Amiri d: iMath

e nfAmrita Sree micro- finance Project. The Project team
mm director, program coordinator, 3. P.O (station in three

4 fotth Middle and North Andaman ). 16 CRPs (community level
n) ars currently working on the project under the Amrita

‘ > Ampita Sree is currently managing 733 groups in the islands of
Whigh 73 arc credit
A linked. The main banks with which the SHGsarecredit linked are
bank. Amrita Sréc is supported by NABARD
anﬁ capacity building trainings to SHGS with regard to leadership,
Muoﬂnance and book keeping. The project is regularly monitored by
lndmonabmmnhlymnandtec}nncal inputs are given from timeto
tine. ha: initiated a new SHG ion project funded
by NABARD keeping in view, the scope and need for SHGs in the islands.
'l'hcre is sull ahuge ruml poplﬂanon in the islands which needs support to
d. Amrita Sree project aims at making
them seffretiantand is seelqngoollabomﬂve support with the NABARD
to promote 1400 SHGs and ensure livelihood opportunities to Tsunami
affected populationin A&N islands by providing sustainable bank linkage
with SHGs/CBO’s through process of facilitation by Community Level
Resource Persons (CLRPS).

The objective of the project intends to promote and strengthen

1400 SHGs, provlde capamty ! training and livelihood
ity through initiating i iviti wider range

of poor and marginalized women in Andaman Islands. The Mata
d: iMath i grant assi. fRs. 63.00 Lakhs

during 2009-2010 for ion and link 1400 SHGs, includi

the 708 SHGs taken over by the NGO from CARE- India, under the
project banner Amrita Sree, in the villages of South Andaman, North and
Middle Andaman districts of the islands over a period of three years,
which is one of the largest Micro- Finance projects sanctioned by
NABARD in the country.

i link f SHGs to banks inthe UT are und

hy hmxted number of NGOs operating in A&N Islands of which Amrita
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Shiree, the agsociation of Catholic A&N istands (ACANI), national
couperntive union of India(NCULy and Yuvashakti are the major contributors
In the formation and nurturing of SHGs. The other NGOs operating inthe
islands include UNNATI and strategic urban rural advancement banking
institute (SURABI). Of the fifteen NGOs operating inthe AN, only ACANT
and UNNAT] have made their presencefelt in the Campbell Bay and Nicobar
islands. The NCUI was the first NGO in theislands to commence promotion
and nurturing of SHGs sinee June 1992.

The hakti : The ki, has been iond SHGs
promoting institution (SHP) inthe islands.Since2001-2008, ithas extended
micro- finance to the tune of Rs. 96.00 lakhs to 67 SHGs consisting of
459 members. Organization as Micre- finance institution has conducted
23 Micro- Enterprise Development Programmes (MEDP) for the benefit
of the group members, enabling 21 of them to set up micro- enterprises.
The NGO was sanctioncd a grant assistance of Rs. 1.00 lakh towards
prometion and iinkage of 50 SHOs in the South Andaman districtand for
a period o two years, a grant assistance of Rs 6.00 lakhs was incured
towards promotion and linkage of 200 SHGs in the same district.

UNNATI : The UNNATI, an SHP! was sanctioned a grant
fRs.3.00 lakhs for p ionand eredit link 100 SHGs
in Nicobar, South Andaman, North & Middle Andaman districts of the
islands during 2001-08.
The CARE- Iudia : The CARE- India, 0 which NABARD had
d a grant of assit fRs33.92 towards training inputs
for capacity building and skill up pradation of 2500 SHGs in 27 months, had
only promoted 708 SHGs by the end of the project period. The agency,
which had exited from theislands during Aug, 2009, entered intoaMOU
with the Mata Amril dmayt math for providing further assi by
ANSCB for the 708 SHGs promoted by them. The status of micro finance
practices in the ANT is given in the following table, from where it may be
seen that while over 90%of the SHGs formed have been savings- linked,
about 80%of the SHGs have resorted to internal lending. However, credit
linkage ofabout 40%is anarea of concem. ‘The banks and the NGOs have
toplay amajorrole in facilitating areas for credit by the SHGs.

Seloweonomic aetivitics & Status of Women in ... : 9

Detalls of progross In S11Gs-banklinkuge (positiou as on 30,9.2010)
i

5 T T | o e o[ [ % o e |
(e ™ Py NIVATE P B IO U P P P
h 4 Lakin { having. loans (B | Cordit | (Bs.Lukty) | SHG

58 Fakhy lnked (Bahakt?
ac
H T 0
7 I I
[ T

W

2 F T G0

W [T W 7w
T W [T ™ T
L e ey W
e L T T
SR e T e R Lo T
i L L O N T 0
ource: NABARD report, p. 4,2010-2011, P/B.
The status of credit-Jinkage of SHGs with banks functioning inthe
UTsas on 31.3.2010 has indicated that ANSCB hs played a prominent
role in linking 83.9% of the SHGs credit- linked with 57.2%of the total
disbursements made to SHGs.
PINANCIALINSTITUTIONS AND CREDIT- LINKAGE
B Bask SHG's credit Tage (Bs, Lakiy
Number “Amount
316.3
SBI 1 €887
TUCO 207.20
Canags, Bank ; 560
Syadicate Bank TG0
Tndian Overseas Bask 730
Vilam Bak 3%
BT 7
PNB 030
Totdl 1349

Stites of micro- Finances in India 2000-20 L0 NABARD -P. 120.141

of oof ] o il s Wl 9]

E
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The status of the Islands women is commendable. The literacy
rate among women is high as compared to national average. Placement of
jobsamong women in government department is also high. They receive
high respect in the istand society, However the plight of rural women

jall i ‘poor families is a serious issue. The National
commission for Women, New Delhi has made a survey on Situational
analysis of Women and children in Andaman and Nicobar Istands in 2004,
TL ission has highligt ch’w' halk il issues related
to women folk of these islands. It is reported that there is & large incidence
of alcoholism in the islands. Alcoholism s a cause for domestic violence
and affects women ad: ty. Alcoholism has ruined mainly the lives of
lower and middle class families. Large number of cases of “polygamy has
been observed. Number of women has been abandoned by males after
they have had children. Social problems like dowry, child marriage, female
feticides, trafficking of girls normatly faced by society in mainland India
are by and large absent here.
‘Works Cited
. NABARD- report 2010, Port Blair, Andaman.
. NCUI- Annual report 2009-2010, Port Blair, Aodaman.
. S$Bi-Lend Bk, Annual report, 2005-2010, Port Blair.
. ‘Yuva Shakti — Annual Reports, 2010-2011, Port Blair,
. Directorate of Rural Development Reports, 2009-2010. Port Blair.
. ANSCB- Annual reports of Andaman Nicobar State Cooperative

Bank 2010, Port Blair.

. Directorate of Social Welfare- Annual Report, 2009-2010, Port Blair.
. Andaman &Nicobar State Social Welfare Advisory Board- Annual
Report, 2009-2010.

Understanding Gender

Madhu Kushwaha

The distinction between sex and gender is important one and it
was introduced to deal with the general tendency to attribute women’s
subordination to their anatomy or biology. For ages it was believed that
the different roles, ch istics, and status ded to women and
men insociety, are determined by biology (i.c., sex), that they are natural,
and therefore not changeable. In e way women and women’s bodies were
and areheld ible for their subordi tatus in soelety, Once this
is accepted as natural, there is obviously no need to address the gender
inequalities and injustice which exist in society.

Gen:lerisasociocu!um!comept Itdeals with what does it meanto
bea i i i 'Howde ety discrim
between men and women? What kind of expectation it has from men and
womm?“ﬂmmlemeyamsupposedtoperfmninordermbmnemmor
‘woman? Whe isthe biological aspect of beine a man ‘woman. Sex

d ined onthe basis of genitalia and these chy isti iversal
and have definif ducti functions. But genderis set of masculine and
feminine attributes which are taught and leamed. And we should remember
that there is huge diversi ingender I dtime.

Then the question arises that, is it different to be male and
masculine? Is it possible that one is male but not masculine or female but
not feminine? The answoris “yes”, In her book Sex, Gender and Society
(1985) Ann Oakley writes, “ ‘Gender” is a matter of eulture; it refers to
tha social classification of men and women into ‘masculine’ and ‘ferinine’”
She further writes that “people are male or female can usually be judged
bytefarringto biological evidence. That they are ‘masculine’ of *feminine”
cannot be judged in same way; the criteria are cultural, differing with time
and place, The constancy of sex must be admitted 5o also must bethe
variabillty of gender.”

Difforences between Sex and Gender : In feminist discourse
the following distinctions arc made betwoen sex and gender;
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a Biological/Socio-Cultural : Sex is biological concept whereas
gender is a socio-cultural eoncept. Sex is determined on the basis of
presence or absence of specifie genital organs while gender is a set of
attributes which are learned through the process of socialization.
Socialization is the process of leaming of gender specific roles. Sex refers
tomale and female whereas gender is about being masculine and feminine.
Thus, it quite possible that a person is biologically male or female but
lacks ‘masculine’ or feminine attributes completely or partially. Gender
roles and attributes also get changed a lot with respect to time, place and
culture. Tt is self evident that gender is socio cultural concept.
b. Natural/Social Construetion : Sex s giveriand gender is socially
constructed. Though we are born withabody i.e., that it is naturally made
but the changes in body or its uses are governed, regulated and controlled
by socio-cultural demands. We can change our body’s shape, size, and
strength by physieal training, its use and abuse. Female athletes, boxers,
body builders and male dancers, yoga trainers” body are an example of
social construction of body. Traditionalty and socially we associate physical
toughness withmale body and flexibility and softaess with female body but
there is nothing innate about being tough and soft. Because if it is innate then
how will we explain very flexible body of a male dancer or very athletic and
tough body of female boxers? So, we learn socially that being ‘soft” or

“tough” is considered feminine or line in our cul d cc
try to build or train our bodies as per social demands.
e Universal /Local : Itmeans thatt ofbiological di

between male and female body is universal and it has universal function of
reproduction. But 3 d feminine attributes, characteristics, norms,
and standards are of local in nature. For examplea North Eastern male is
essentially not supposed to be provider or bread winner of his family but for
anorth Indian male being a provider of the family is the most important
masculine attribute or defining attribute. Consider other example in Teeva
tribes of Karbi Onglong district of Assam, child rearing is male’s responsibility
whereas females are supposed to plough the fields. Unlike anorth Indian
adolescent girl a tribal girl is not supposed to confine within the home and for
her running, climbing trees, using bow and arrow, hunting are seemed very
natural tasks. A Sikh male are not allowed to cut their hair but other males
are prohibited to keep Jong hairs. In India fifty-forty years back having
he was nsign of linity but now days it is not the marker of
masculinity but became a matter of choice for males. All these diversitiesin
masculine st feminine roles relates to local socio-cultural tradition,

Understanding Gender; 13

d. Constant/Variable: It refers that the sex which we get by birth
does not change till death. Sex change operations with the help of modern
medicine are exceptions. Normally we are born with a sex and die in that
sexed body too. Whereas gender roles are variable; it changes not only
from culture to culture but in the same culture across time, sometimes it
even changes from family to family also.

Generally men are considered to be head of the households, bread
winners, owner and managers of the property, and active in politics, religion
and business, women, on the other hand are expected and trained to bear
and look after children, to nurse infirm and old, do all the household work
and so on, This determines their education or lack of it, preparation for
employment and nature of employment etc. However, the degree of
differentiation between male and female roles varies widely. Sometimes
the rules are merely preferential, and very litile anxiety is shown by ither
sex over temporary role reversal.

“Cora du Bois reports that in Alor, there are distinetions between
the economic roles of the sexes, it is not thought unhealthy foranyone to
take on the other sex’s work- rather they are admired for possessing a
supplementary skill. The women control the subsistence economy and the
men occupy themselves with financial dcals, but many men are passionate
horticulturist and many women have financial skilis” (Oakley, 1985, p 149).

Other societies imposed rigid sex roles.

“The Mundurucu Indians of Central Brazil are an example of
society in which the polarization of sex roles and sex groupings has
become a primary social element. The physical and social separation of
sexes is virtually complete: men and boys live in men’s house separate
from females. Each sex group, (with the exception of small children) interacts
only within oneself, and antagonism between the two is shown on many
rituals and other social occasions” (Oakley, 1985, pp. 149-150).

Famous anthropologist Margret Mead study Sex and
Temperament in Three Primitive Societies (1935) shows that there is
no definite pattern of sex based gender roles. She studied the three tribes
of Sepik region of Papua New Guinea and found that in Arapesh- both
meles and females displayed, what ider “feminine”

In Muudugamour- both males and females displayed “masculine”
temperament, and in Tchambuli- men and women displayed different
temporament but opposite to cur own pattern. Ln that society, men were
smational and expressive while women were activeand instrumental. On
the baxin of her study she concluded that,

*“There are no necessary differences in traits or temperament
belwoen the sexes. Observed differences in temperament between men










Discourse ou Human Rights iu Context to
Tribal Women of Jharkhand

Rajendra Bharati

Jharkhand is anew state h ty 26% of population of it is tribal.
The state d for the welfare of the people of th il
the tribal fation. After the from Bihar this state has to face
dl.ﬂ‘ermtkmd of| pmblcm from polmcal w socxo-econonuc In such a soemno

ofevery
society is mﬂuenced by dogma, belief'in tradition in name of orthodox and
superstition such as witcheraft. This paper will discuss the pmb]emthat come
in way availing the h ights by the tribal f Jhark dmean:
1o which that can be made aveilable to them.

Hurnan Rightsarethe “bas:engmsandmdomwwmchallhumm
bel itled”.'In fact all by beil lin dignity

and nghts They dowed with reason and and should act
other in spirit of brotherhood. *The doctrine of human rights
P posit : . aumiversal”

1 standard offustice. tol dh diomity that cank .
the publi 1 d by and to individuals by the mere virtue of their
‘humanity, Suchpremq\nsxr/escanexxstasshared norms of actual human
moralities, as]; noms or moral rights suppor Y reasons,
as legal rights ata national level , or as alegal rights within international law:
Human rights ad ion of human rights through

d\eueﬁecuvemalmnonmeachoﬂheseways The claim ofbuman rights is
therefore they are universal, in that they are possessed by all by virtue of the

fact that they are human, and ind in that their exi: as moral
standardsof)ushﬁcauonand cnnc\smsmdependemwhethuormtheyam
fonal legal &
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The general idea of human rights has widespread acceptance,
and it has been argued that the doctrine of human nghts has become the

moral doctrine for ing and evaluating the moral status of
contemporary geo-political order.

The universal declaration of human rights has acted as the

d modem codification of accepted human rights

pnnclplm and many national many intemational documents, treaties and
mstruments that have expanded on its principles and act as a collective
i fhuman rights by the international
commumnes such as civil ng,hts, political rights, right to life, freedom of
expression etc.

Human rights arerights inherent to all humanbemgs, whateverour
nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin colour, religion,
language or any other status. In fact all are entitled to their human rights
without discrimination. In nut shell these rights are all interrelated,
interdependent and indivisible.

Universal human rights are often expressed and guatanteed by
law, inthe: fbrms of treaties, customary intemational law, general pnnclples
and ional law. I J human rights law lays down
obligations of governments to act in certain ways or to refrain from certain
acts, in order to promotc and protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms of individuals or groups. Principle of human rights believes in
principle of universality of human rights as emphasized in Universa}
Declaration on Human Rights 1948. The 1993 Vienna World Confererce
on Human Rights, for example, noted that it s the duty of States to promote

and protect all human rights and fund freedoma, dless of their
political, economic and cultural system,
Ausmtshaverauﬁedatleastonc andso%ofstateshavemufed

h A

four or more, of th
which creates legal obl

ng consent of Sfatm

forthem and givi

11

joy universal protection

by customary i 1 all boundari

Human nghts axe inalienable. They should be taken away, except
in ding to the process. For example, the right
to hberty may be restricted if a person is found guilty of a crime by a court
oflaw:?
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International convention on the Elimination of all form of
Discrimination against Women is based onthe principle of equality and
non- discrimination. This principle applies to everyone inrelation to all
Juman rights and freedoms and it prohibits di imination on the basis ofa
list of non-exhaustive categories such s sex, race, colour and so on. The
principleofr iscrimination i p d by the principi i
as stated in Article-1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights.*

Human rights entail both rights and obligations. States assume
obligations and duties under the international law to respect, to protect
and fulfill human rights. The obligation to respect means that States must
reftain from interfering with or curtailing the enjoyment of human rights.
The obligation to protect requires states to protect individuals and groups
against human rights abuses. The obligation to fulfill means that States
st take positive actionto facilitate the enjoyment of basie human rights®

Individual rights vs. Group rights : Adiscourse among political
philosopher always taken place regarding predominanee of one among
both the rights i.e. individual right or group rights. Some time they are
discussed about complementary to or opposite to each other. In relation
to human rights, it is both individual as well s group rights. Individual
rights are considered to individual rights in contrast to group rights. An
judividual right is the sanction of independent action. Both natutal and

fegal pi drights may distingui h between individual and group
right. While civil and political rights are predominantly concemed withthe
rights of individuals, leaving therights of groups to the realm of econornic,
social and cultural rights, those set: of rights are not identical withthe setof

individual rights and group rights either.®

dividual rights ad tendto argue for i d codification
ofindividuatlegal rights to protect individuals from state infringement of
their L rights. This istraditi jated with liberali

In the modem context, ‘group rights’ are argued for by some as
an instrument to actively facilitate the realization of equality. Ina society
wherethere is already equality before the law for all citizens, ‘equality’ is
ofen & euphemistic reference to materiai equality (money and resources).
This is where the group is regarded as being in a situation such that it
needs special protective rights if its members are not to enjoy living
conditions on terms equal with the majority of the population. Exampleof
such groups may include indig peoples, ethnic minorities, women,
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children and the disabled.” This discourse may takes place in context of
negative and positive rights in that some commentators and policy makers
conceptualize equality as not only anegative rights, in the sense ofensuring
freedom from discrimination, but also positive right, in that the realization
of equality requires redistributive action by others or the state. In this
respect group rights may aim to ensure equal opportunity and/or attempt
toactively redress inequality It is, therefore, government in different states
started the policies of positive discriminati ds achieving these goals.
In India reservation in education, service and inlegis! t

o isth le ofi
o is 19 it,

Group rights in sucha context may aim to achieve equality of
opportunity and/or equality of outcome. Such affirmative action can be
controversial as they are in conflict with absolute application of right to
equality, or becausc some members of the group that is intended to benefit
from such programs criticizes or oppascs them.

THuman Rights and Women : The recognition.of women’ human
rlgl}ts have come lately. This is because certain kinds of human rights and

1 have received ition as basic rights of human kind
relatively recently. Astrong ‘women’ human rights d
atthe 1993 World Conference on Human Rights. It said “the human right
of the women and of the gir] child are inalienable, integral and indivisibl
part of t!1e Universal Humen Rights. The full and equal participation of
women litical. civil, ic, and cultural life at tk Honal, regional
andi Honal level and eradication of all forms of discriminati the
grounds of sex are the priority objectt i ional ity
o The Fourth World Conference on Women at Beijing very strongly

: I ‘_ } i d the fact that throughout the world there has been traditionally,
discrimination both overt and covert, against women. The path to the
W must clear this jungle of discrimination and bring about amore fair
and just society where the women can play more effective roles free from
obst..r‘xcﬁons, biases and prejudices which today prevent their effective
participation in public activities.* The basic problem come from the society
at large is due to the traditional attitudes and customs. Despite the laws
anc! liberal interpretation of these laws women continue to suffer from
ienouf fmnjlyand social handicaps reflected in practices such as female

1o infanticide and witch-craft in tribal society of Tharkhand
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Viglence : The word violence has changing meaning in context
to purpose. The violence is considered good when it occur during awar
{0 save a pation, is considered ‘morally good but when! it takes the colour
ofterrorism in name of self- determination is considered morally wrong -
It is a fact that concept of public violence is elusive, complex &

tic jonal. Ithas moral. lensce in Gandbian philosophy

is to hurt any one’s genuine sentiments; it isa fact that it occur both at
public place as wellasal private or home inside or outside. If violence is
the act aggression, it is seen everywhere inthe world. Jtis evident the
communities collide inriots. 1tis seen whenrich and powerful countries or
cultures dominate the lesser countries in war intrade and in peace. ltis
seenin the form of cultural i the indig jties. Jtis
expetienced in the way majority population: intrades the cultural spaces of
minorities. If violence is one Kind of exploitation, it isalso experienced
everywhere. The exploitation of poor by richor powerless by powerfol
andexploitation based 00 CAses genderor seligion.!

Women obviously are {he most affected with this violent social
structure, they are major victims and objects of this violence, aggression,
discrimination and exploitation. The issuof violence therefore should be
seenas the lasue atthe coreof' the social structure, at the basic existence
of today's soclety. {s true that any form of viotence actually violate
basichumanrights sfom indi idual to group. Whil dressing theissue of
violence against we confront with one basic character of society, which
discriminates people on gender— developed duringhuroan evolution. itis
right against sonething so intrinsic tothe social fabric that it goes much
beyond the issue of “humanrights” *Ifit is mixed withonly buman rights,
we may dilute the issue and need to analysis but the core issue of human
fights would be the focal point.

iteheraft: W ft broadly: the p f, and belief

in, magical skills and abilities that areable tobe exercised individually, by
designated social groups, Of by persons with the necessary esoteric secret
knowledge. Witcherafiisa complex concept that varies culturally and
societally, therefore itis ifficultto define with preci jon™and cross cultural
yption about ing or signi fthe term should be applied
with caution. Witcheraft oftert occupies areligious, divinatory. ormedicinal
role’s, and is often present within societies and groups whose cultural
framework includesa magical woddviewl4AlmouyJﬂwimhaaﬂcanoﬁm
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ghare common ground with related concepts such as sorcery, the
phewnormal, magic, supersit possession, shamani
healing, spiritualism, nature worship and the oceult, it is usually seenas
distinet from these i ined by sociologist and antl logists.
India is a country enjoying ancient culture and living practicesin
waorid. One thing we can the preval fortt perstition ant
belief in super natusal power along with scientific and rational belief. The
tribal society at large isnot enjoyingthe Tight of modemity aswell asrational
approach towards observing the things in that form. They are continuously
fesling alienation from imodem world and modetn world view & culture.
s conti ienation of o d it iling over the
sime has led our society to act inhuman with womes, in the name of dowry,
child marriage, feale foeticide , female infanticide or domestic violence
and soon. But theme ect of vi finst wormen:
upinthename of witcheraft in Jharkhand, particularly in tribal soeiety.
Yharkhand more than 14 years old state, still lack basic amenities
invillage whichare dominated by tribal population. Inthistribal dominated
state, tribal are becoming the main vietim of the violence against women,
sometimes inthe name of trafficking or sometimes in the name of ‘witch’.
Due to illiteracy and: other development siraia, superstition has made its
room in the heart & mind of the people, especially inthe villages. This
particular superstition of laiming women, as witch is s0 intensethat people
donot bothereven kill that women. The illiterate people of the villagoare
mainly depended upon the Ojha/ Guni for health services and ojha/ guni
mainly declare any women witch. Health becomes major factors for
declaring any women as witch, Other factors responsible for declaring
women as a witch & violence against them are their property, their
adolescentsetc. Usually, widow, old age ladies, dependent ladies, single
Iadies are considered as witch.”®
Tharkhand is the biggest sufferer State, where women were being
Killed inname of witch. More than 600 women were Killed during last 5
years alone in Santhal Pargana division of Jharkhand. Figures in other
Qvision arc almost simifat. The intensity of problem can be seen with
approach £ by imp! ing an actagainstthe witcheraft
{n the year 2001. But the implementation of' this act is still awaited in its
* {pvig sense apd spirit.

on,
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Obscrvation: Human rights are violated of tribal women in
Thackband it such a manncras isbeing violated of -women in other part of
India. The uniquething in Jharkhand regarding, humanights violation of
women of tribal society is that they are not only exploited physically,
cconomically but also socially in form of witcheraft, This curse is deeply
rooted in the society in form of accepted norm. This is due to lack of
education, unavailability of proper medical care and deep rooted beliefin
superstition in the name oftradition and culture. The witchesate identified
by ojha/guni, are the ‘master of identifying witehes through their latent
Kknowledge whichthey gained through various difficult methods of¢ "devotion
for god of evil. This particular superstition is sointensely roomed into the
heart of people, especially rural people that they prefer of going to ojha/
guni instead of doctorat the time of sickness or emergencies. Since ojha
possesses knowledge of locat herbs and they use it for the curing patients.
Apart from using tocal herbs they use their superficial power for the
iweatment of ailing people. Apart from these practices, they also declares
witchintt ity wh s her black evil knowledge for her evil
Justs. There is feeling in our society that if any children orperson ordie
due to any unknown diseases, it is expected that they have died because
of witch, Then they contact ojha/guni to know if there was any such
showered her evils on their lost relatives. Based on detail provided by
ojha /guni, woment from the community are identified as witchand are
tortured in front of whole community. No one dares to oppose snch
incidents. Relatives of the women declare witch were suppressed by
community leaders and dominating peoples. Usually attempts were made
tokill women declare as witch. (17)
The nature of human rights violation in Jharkhand among the
{ribal women needsto be Jooked with different view inwhich it should not
be considered as only law and problem but from social and economic
angle. The measures to tackle such mcnace are proper awareness and
education among tribal women, right of tribal women in the property of
parentsand husband, availabitity of health services and proper eate at
village level, development of ojha/ guni as health care worker through
{rainings, improvement it the economic status of people, greater role of
medin on di inating i ion about harms and Jaws. Th ies
of the government such as panchayat, ‘municipal coporations, agents of
buri, educational institutes and NGO’s required to educate the

23 : Creation VoL-IV, No.-3, 2015, ISSN 2231-3923

;lpeo‘;zlle .ahout their rights and if they fec] that has been violated ; they
hould mf:ormed 1o proper forum either through these agencies or di)rectl y
to the designated office. 7 ?
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Role of Women in glorifying Carnatic
Classical Music

R. Aruna Sri

Women of India have always been the cultural back b(sr:l: orf) ::rs‘
untry. Despite this, there wasagreat téboo about womenm Eidden
;?xblic and it took over 600 years of sﬂe13L str‘ugglte, b.y| e hid
{ghing j be freed offth ,,“' lesol
?n%‘ﬁ%;ls\swif;ﬁg praise for their melodic distinction. ]
The purpose of this paper isto openup the I;’:;nna]mé::n?if rt:pe .-;‘::t
and contributions of these bilessed and distinguished.

ive vi tributions of these talented women
sccihevien o sruagesent Cmthe {radition of Carnatic C13551§d

ified and continue to glorify C Clax
:x};:i?;:: male singers will invariably acoep\ﬁatthen; I:.ros‘th::l .Sx t;aninsi
was ﬁ;e source of inspiration for them. I?Ierfce,lwotx'l T o
unknown mothers who, by singing lullabm? in Kura';?el‘ I\:ﬁﬁd:mco Foand
Chandrajyothi®™, innocently and adorably inspired hu' e
thisart and anonymousty contributed towards growth an
tradifior. ) )
When we refer to history of h‘ixaxslﬁl‘vl:nl:;ry ch. e]gﬂ;it zgm
‘musician dates back tothe . e
f;ﬁﬁz‘m of accepting musical genius among women fﬁ)lfl;:;i)mn;u:&.1
B.m somewhere down the line there arouse atradition O‘c:n - ﬁc e
child as Devadansi to temples. This girl was fnughl mus(;ml o don ba,SEd
senior Gurus under kingly patronage. Offermg mus!cl dancebasee
orshi] waspaﬁof@aagmnapujavndhlofmemflp ea:;hi oo
E:dl?cagdly perform as part of Shndasupacha'm pu]a(}woaml t!];)i ket
temples. The DivyaPrabhandaas of early Tmnlzll ausm e
of Hindustani music were: composed specwll)'( for this purpo: e
As we all know about the political hlstor_y oigu..r f:mu.n‘:y, (e
uscd to be many wars among our kings for expanding their y.
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ruling king lost ont in battle field and the new king, if happened to bea
worshipper of a different deity, stopped giving patronage to the existing
{emple whose deity may not be of his choice. Such namrow minded approach
of ruless, inty tivelihood of the staff, who had been previously
employed to conduct pujas in the temple. While men folk could survive
seeking alternate means, the Devadaasis who knew only music and dance
were the most vulnerable. These helpless ladies had to submit to the
entertainment and sexual demands of those landlords who were local
representatives and authorities for the temple, Those who refuted this
demeaning approach, by the wealthy lot, had to run in order to save their
chastity and life. Hence, the once revered Devadaasis eame to be looked
down upon by the society as i ibines. T licate this
more, a girl child bom to a Devadaasi had no choice but to follow her
mother’s path, As her mother was never systematically wedded to a man,
his child illegiti despite being known well tothe focal residents
as who the father was. One may be wondering what happens ifaboy was
born. Life of this male child also was diffieult, with lack of social status,
The knowledge of swara, raga, taala can be acquired only by few
who areblessed, In many cases, because of the heredity factor, a musician’s
child is blessed with fundamental aptitude for Shruti and taala. Whereas
their capacity to master this art varies depending on their intelligence
qnotient, Also her aspirations to get educated and pursue any other
profession was discouraged. Hence, a girl child born to a Devadaasi,
continued to learn musie despite lacking aptitude for excellence. In such
cases, the Devadaasi willingly or forcibly itted tob ‘agsai
Naayaki” (concubine) of the wealthy. This scenario of musicians leading a
‘socially unacceptabie life started affecting the growth of music, in that,
fadies of ble families di: d from leamning Classical
‘music. Those ladies who were born to distinguished male artists invariably
wquired knowledge of Classical music due t hearing music at
{heir home as part of Saadhana. But once they got married they were
from singing, for neighbors and elders at home said “Don’t make
s feel that we are living near a Devadassi’s house”, Fora singer who feels
#lated while singing, not to sing is a punish and can depress them
Pudly. This h or taboo on expression was suffered by many
Yadien till 20% century also in orthodox Brahmin farnilies. A similar experience
Wt counted by my matemal Grandmother Veena Vidhushi Smt Saroja
Narayanan. She was tanght Veena by her father Vedhachalam {yer. He

‘WA & very strict teacher. It was compulsory for all children to wake up at
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4am and dovocal and instrumental Saadhana. When she got martied to

and was staying in 2 small shared apastment in
Thiravannamalai, she used to continue her imusic Saadhana which bad

become an indispensable part of her life, courtesy, er father’s
uncompromising efforts to teach her Classical music. One day, another
lady who was her neighbor commented infront of My grandfather, “Your
wife is creating the ambience of a thevidiya veedu (means devadaasi’s
house) by constantly singing. This is not a worthy practice for people
living in respectable ‘compuumity.” The word “hevidiya” wasalso used to
indicate Devadagsis. Many still use it as an abusive word, Tronically the
word is a deformed version of «Devudaiyaal” which again means one
who is married to the God. Afterthis incidentmy Grandmother neves sang
inherhouse, but used to eagetly awaitan opportunity togote her Mother’s
place for she could sing loudly, openthroated there.

There were some unique compositions like ¢he Thirruppugazh.,
most of which were known to these Devadazsi’s only. Since nobody other
than their own off springs jeamt these compositions, fhese unique verses
started getting lostat one time.

Ttisduringthe firsthalfoftwentieth ccnhxymataxevoluﬁonsmnedto
bring Devadaasi system toanend wherein some of meseladimwaeblased
with an opportunity to mairy ‘broadminded youth ,whodaredto break the
<ocial conditioning, Theselib ted rightingales setouttoredefi the world
of Classical music. Thisperiodofhistory cplosionof i ical
talentwhichhas made thismusicworld more imsrestingthanbefomlnﬂmse

days, maestros never sang for gramephone records. They perecived it
demeaning to singin secords foritwould ‘ndermine the value of their live
concertsand the Tvelinood of their students who oopiedmei:singing style.
Once my Hindustand GuruPt. ‘Narendra Kurr Jba, while referringto Pararn.
Guru of Banaras Gharana, Sangeet samrat Bade Ramdas, shared this
information. When Bade ‘Ramdas ji was asked to Sing for Gramophone
Company, he fismly denied saying “My shishyaas are my record”. Inthis
period, it was the'Devadaasis who came forward to sing in gramophone
secords. Gauhar J: aant®was the firstone to sing on Gramophone records in
India. Hence wormen had become the leadersin singing for audio recording
inindia. M.S Subbulakshmi gaveher first recording in 1927, when she
was just 10 yrs old, Butif wemove in Chronological order we find that,

my grandfather

after 600 yrs ofhidden strugele, the first woman who emerges prominently
in Curnatic musicis Veena Dhanammaal(i 867-1938).
With this introduction now itwillbeap iate to loam in detail

ahout women musical geniuses in chronological ordet.

Also ‘we can see that in spite of me
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ost of the female musicians

being | Astists, 4
of Classic Music, Hextce, we have a wide cat "\ H;;‘ o1 : mm“’-“m
Baint C mp Master p s M | ?'kﬁ
hers, authors, Bl g at .
ictherapy prop and cultural Bhajan

The following list contains names of the most prominent women

musicians who contributed to these various disciplines of Classical music.

Name of Musician, Year of exstencel] | Categary
Focaruy AD Taiat Contperes
730 AD -790AD Salit Comporer
; TT30AD-T160AD Sahut Composer
Lisan “Around 1750AD el Camposer
2 ;@mﬂmm TS67- 1938 Ve & voal
I B & 1131:-1996 Vocalist Duo
7. phlara Kashia s
! i E T517-1889 Composer
: s u@ﬁw T516-2004 Vot
2 DRl 15192005 Vot
© S ol | (9051590 Voealist
cers Buiumas & | 1930-2010 Flaatinan
, Neds 1940 fiving e
5 3 5
S
T 3
T D Wl . . Vightis
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The list is not complet forthere are i bl jcians who
tave anonymously contributed to gloify this tradition. With this, we shall
see the contributions of ihese musicians in brief.

Karaikkal Ammaiar * She lived even before the famous
Devaaram trinity, in 5t century AD. Bomtoa merchant Dhanadattha. in
Karaikaal, she ‘married Paramadattha of Nagapattinam. Her maiden name
is Punidavathi. Her fusband feared her 2s 8 godly woman due to her
miraculous INange feat and lefther. Inthe history of Tamizh music sheis
the first one to have sung in“Pann’(melodic scales) like Nattapaadai and
ndalam.

Hence, sheis glorified 2s*“Mother of Dravidian music” and “Pioneer
of Tarilisai™( Tamil Classical music). Her songsare compiled as part of
thel1® Thirumurai in Devaaram. She walked upside down, onher palms,
toKailash. She is saidto ‘havereceiveda pair of Taatam(musical instrument)
from Shiva and had Shiva dangce to her taalam’s beats.

Andaal Periyazhvaar: She lived between 7 10-790AD. Sheis
said to be incarnation of Bhudevi, one of Vishou's wives(Sridevi &
Bhudevi), She was found by her father Periyazhvaar under aTulsi Plant.
Her maiden name was Kodai Naachiyar and her life’s aim was to marty
MahaVishou, Shehas sung 143 songs inNaachiyaarThimmoz\ﬁ and 30
30ngS in Thiruppavai.

In Dhanur month she kept avratha called “Paaval nombu””. Every
day she used 10 ‘wake up ber friends by singing Thiruppavas, take them
alongtothe temple and do puja. MahaVishnu came inhuman form and
married her. She walked with him into the Sanctum sanctorum and
disappeared. Till date women folk of T amitnadu follow tier path, keep. Paaval
vmﬁ:ainmeDhmurmonmofhh\du calendat,singmﬁomimppavaiversm
tobeblessed witha husband like Vishnu ‘Thimself, These verses are even
nowtaughtas partof cultural. gxoonﬂnginmany}-ljndufanﬁlim

Akka Mahadevi 2 Akka Mahadevi wasa prominent figure of the
Veerashaiva Bhakti movement of 12th century Karnataka. She was bormn

in 1130CE and iived untii 1160. Her Vachanas in Kannada, & form of
sponlaneous mystical utterances, are considered her most notable
contribution to Kanmada Bhakti literature. 1t is not ciearty mentioned as in
what raagas she sang. But her peems cailed Vaclianas are favourites in
every household in Kamnataka till date. She rejected a fife of luxury to five
asa wandering poet-saint. traveiling throughout the region and singiug praises
10 her Lord Shiva. Atrue asoetic, Akka Mahadevi is said to have refused
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any clothing which was a commont practice among male aseetics,
hing for a woman. Legend has it that due to her true Iove ami
% with God Mallikarjuna, lier whole body was protected by hair.
¢ hier amous vachana translates as )

el without a face

warld, how can you be modest?

all the worldis the eye of the lord,

goking everywhere, what can you
und conceal?

Helavanakatte Giriyamma (Around 1750 A.D):
vannkatte Giriyamma was one of the Haridasa women, the other
ng Harapanhally Bhimava who had Ankitha nama as “Bhimesha
hna'", basically from Ranebennurof Dharwar district. She lived around
iy l%m(knmwandwashavhxgpoomamumhaof Sri Sumateendra.
prthary, Sri Gopala Dasaru and Sri Satyabodha Theertharu.
was a strong devotee of Ranganatha Swamy,
. As she was a lady and further
against} posing keerthanass. But
she came to be adored by everyone as Yasoda maa herself.
Yeenai Dh 1 :Veenai Dt 1 was a highly
iplished Camatic musician, and the torchbearer of the School of
patic Music that goes by her name. She was both a vocalist and a
er on the veenai. She lived between 1867 and 1938.
Dhanammal was bom in George Town, Madras (now Chennai),
icians and dancers. Her grandmother
hi was a reputed dancer, and her mother was a vocalist who
jad under Sub!)axaya Sastri, the son of Syama Sastri of the Carnatic
prposer trinity.
Inaddition to training by ‘her family members, Dhanammal also
from Walajapet Balakrishna Das (“Padam Baladas”), 2 blind
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musician who wasa repository of the padams of Kshetrayya, and Satanur
Pancanatha Iyer.

gardingthe veenaiasant +completeand perfect initself,
she played it without plectrum, often mpanied by her own singing. Her

music is documented ina set of historical recordings. Her personal style,
known as the Yeenai Dhanammal bani, s still regarded as ayardstickin
termsofadt to traditional valuesand i i i
Her legacy was being cartied forward by het grandchildren, T- Sankaran,
dancer T. Balasaraswet, T. Muktha, T. Brinda, and T. Viswanathan. Inthe
present generation Padma Sri (Smt) Aruna. Sairam , whoisa: discipleof T.
Brindais carrying forward this tradition.

A commemorative postage stamp on her was issued on 03-
December-2010

Ambnjam Krishna (Composer) Smt Ambujem Krishnawas
born on 21% May 1917, asthe daughter of KV Rangalyengar, aleading
advocate of Madurai. Her parents, being great lovers of music, pnt ber
under thetitelage of Karaikkudi Ganesan and Ganesa Bhagavatar. Married
at a youngage to her cousin TS Krishna, of the famous TVS farily, she
continued her education post inarriage and went to graduate from the
Lady frwin Collegeat Delhi to acquire a degree inHomc Science.

Tn August 1951, during her visit to the Samadhi of Tyagaraja at
Tiruvayyaru she was blessed with the inspiration to cOMpPOs® songs. Her
first kriti was Unnai allAlon Goddess Meenakshi, patron Goddess ofher
home town, Later, she composed in several languages such as Telugu,
Kannada, Sanskrit, Hindi and Tamizh. Somewhat hesitantly she gathered
courage to show fer creations to her husband, who encouraged her to
consult Musiti Gubramania lyer about their quality.

Musiri was very much impressed with the lyrical content and
praised her. He then offered to setthem 10 nusic. While Smt Krishna had
sung the songs to ‘herself in tunes that accurred 1o her, she was most
happy that these were to be settotune by 2 renowned musician. Later,
she was to have her songs tuned by several leading vidwans and vidusbis
such as Semmangudi Srinivasa Tyer, VV Sadagopan, Sattur AG
Subramanian, Madurai Krishnan, Dr S Ramanathan, KC Tyagarajas,
KR Kedaranathan, TN Seshagopalag, R Vedavalli, Ananthalakshmi
Sadagopan and: Charumati Ramachandran.
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ties for learning music in Madurai,
ith well know

fouse to house encouraging parents to send their children to the music
achool. Her efforts bote fruitand today the institution. isa flourishing college.
Bmi Krishna also provided Madurai with its first auditorium, Lakshmi
Bundararn Flall, named afier her mother inlaw.

Peading a life of simplicity, Smt Krishna devoted her time to
somposing and singing. Her songs were compiled and released in four
vol\\me§ titled the Gitamala, Several songs ofil} exist in manuscript forn.

Smt Krishna passed away on 20" October 1989, havingleda contented
. Jifeof artistic expression.

M. S. 'Subbulakshmi (Classical Vocalist) 3 Madurai
Shnnm.ukhavafhvu Subbulakshmi?, also known as M., wasatenowned
Camatic v?cahst. She was the first musician everto beawarded the Bhatat
Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour.

Born: September 16, 1916, Madurai

Died: December 11,2004, Chennai

Spouse: Kalki Sadasivam (m. 1940-1997)

Children: Radha Viswanathan, Vijaya Rajendran

Awards: Bharat Rana, Padma Bhushan,Padma Vibhushan

Sheis also the first Indian Musicianto receive Ramon Magsaysay
award in 1974, M. 8. Jakshmi was born to khaVadivu
Ammel(veernap ; ' ialyex Hermother belonged to Devadaasi
. ity b: olutionay st Kalki Sadasivam magried her and was

instrurental in bringing out her prodigal talenttobe seen by the entire world.

. Subbulakshmi (Kunjamma to her family) was born in Medurai,
wh.!clf‘{vaspanofMadanx id Her grandmother Al 1 was
.vahmst.. She sfarled learning Carnatic music atan early ageand trained
inCarnatic mnsic under the tutelage of Semmangudi Srinivasa lyer and
subsequently in Hindustani music under Pandit Narayanrao Vyas. Her
mmhﬂ,ﬁmumedevadasi ity, was 2 must t and aregular
slage pferformer, .ﬂlld Snbbulakshmi grew up in an environment very
jve to musical mmmg Her musical interests were also shaped by

Karaikudi Sambastva Iyer, Miazhavarayanendal
dhar and Ariyakudi jalyengar.
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Subbulakshmi gave her first public performance, at the age of
eleven, in the year 1927, in the 1 00 piliar hall inside
the Rockfort Temple, Tiruchirappelli; with Mysore Chowdiah on the violin
and Dakshinamousthy Pillai on the mridangam.

n 1936, Subbulakshmi moved to Madras (now Chennai). She
also made her film debut in Sevasadan in 1938, Subbulakshmi gave her
first performance at the prestigious Madras Music Academy in 1929, when
shewas 13 yearsold. The performance: consisted of singing ‘bhajans (Hindu
hymns). The academy known for its scrupulous sciection process broke
the tradition by inviting ayoung girlasakey performer. Her performance
was described s spelibinding and eamed her the admiration as musical
genius from critics. Soon after her debut performances, Subbulakshmi
became one of the leading Carnatic vocalists.

By theage of' seventeen, Subbulakshmi was giving full-fledged
solo coneerts at the Madras Music Academy. She travelled to London,
New York, Canada, the Far East, and other places as India’s cultural
ambassador, Her concerts 8¢

Edinburgh International Festival of Musicand Dramain 1963

Camegie Hall,New York; the UN General Assembly on UN day

in 1966

Royal Albert Hall, London in 1982

Festival of Indiain Moscow in1987

were significant landmarks in her carect. In 1969 she was
accompanied by ndian Railways Advisor SN Venkata Rao to

3+ here she glorified: t temple

1 deity inth

by singingin front of them.

After the death of her husband Kalki Sadasivam in 1997, she
stopped all her pubfic performances. M.S.alsoacted ina few Tamil films
in her youth. Pandit Jawaharlal Nebru had this to say about M.S.
Subbulakshmi- «YWho am [, a mere Prime Minister efore a Queen of
Music”. While Lata Mangeshkar ealled her Tapaswini (the
Renunciate), Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan termed her
Suswaralakshmi (the goddess of the perfect note), and Kisbori
Amonkar {abelled her the ltimate eighth note or Aathuvaan Sury ‘which
1 above the seven notes ‘Pasic to all music. The great ‘national leader and
et Qaroiini Naidu called her “Nightingale of India”. Her many famous

Peantion Vol.-IV, No.-3 2015, ISSN 2231- 3923

of bhujans include the chanting of Bhaja Govindam, Vishn
pnama (1000 names of Vishnu), Hari Tuma Haro and

te prabl (musical hymns ken Lord Balaji
e morning). The Kaneheepuram Saree shade known as MS
pamod after her by the well known Congress party member and
opist, Sri Muthu Chettiyar when they met at the residence of Sxi
Jurai and Smt. Thangam Alyadurai at Lady Desikachari Road,
\ho were close friends of MS and Sadasivam.

commemorative postage stamp on her was issued on 18-

pri withth il
charity. She has given more than 200 charity
and raised well over Rs. 10,000,000. She wes awarded hoporary
from several Universities. She wasan ardent devotee of Kanchi
amigal and sherendered his: composition Maithreem Bhajatha (O
d1 Cuitivate peace) in her concertat the UN in 1966., The royalty
Venkat prabh inG ph record of HMV
Veda Patasala run by the Tirupati Tirumala
sthanam. She donated may of the royelties on several best sold
tomany charity organisdtions.
p K Pattammal : Padma Bhushan Damal Krishnaswami
immal? is one of the iegendary exponents of Carnatic music. She is
o one of the most adored Female Trinity of Carnatic Music, the other
w boing MS Subbulakshrmi and M 1. Vasantha Kumari.
rns 19 March 1919

o of Birth: Kanchecpuram

s Sri Kril Dhikshith and Smt Kanthimathi

‘Malden name: Alamelu, Pet name: Patta
1 She was just nine when she first appeared on the dais. She went
Jace in a field that was once considered a male
on. When the country’s tryst with destiny began onthe midnight of
15,1947, itwas D.X. Pattammal’s voice onAll indiaRadio (AIR)
‘called upon people to SiNg <Aduvome pally paduvome.’But what has
femained alittle known secret is that Pattammal may Tave lent her voice
10 the background score of Hollywood film Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde(1941 ).Carnatic Vocalist Nityashree Mahadevan is her
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granddaughter. She was the first Brahmin woman (o have performed
Camat_ic music publicly, both on stage and on AIR, when there was a big
taboo in society that Brahmin woman should not perform on stage. A
commemorative postage stamp was issued on heron03Sep 2014. Her
perfect rendering of Ragam Tanam-Pallavi, amusical form that hadbeen
amale bastion, earned her the name of “Pallavi Pattammal”,

She lived a balanced and {ulfilling life thanks to her husband ‘

Ishwaran lyerwho supported her inall her ‘pursuits. An Electrical Engincer,

who was working with Electricity department, he resigned his i
hecontakecare of alt her organizing, administation und el o

With many achievements in her career, she also did not fail to bring out her
successorin Music, Dr. Nithyashree Mahadk whoish d

She Jived 2 prosperous family life and had the privil ing

K?nakaabhishekam done by her great grandson (4*‘;ena:%i:{ é?ﬁlﬂ:g

this world, her divine music, she left for the heavenly abode on 16Ju]y2009g
ML Vasantha Kemari : Madras Lalitangi Vasanthakymari®,

‘was aCarnatic musician and playback singer for film songs in many Im:hal::
MLV and her poraries D. K. P: and MS were

adored as the female trinity of Carnatic Music,

Born: July 3, 1928, Chennai
Spouse: Krishnamurthy (m. 1951)
Children: Srividya, Krishnamurthy Sankararaman
Died: October 31,1990, Chennai
BornonJuly 3, 1928, 10 a Brahmin father
and amother of devadasi origin, MLV was naturally
inctined to singing, and learnt many Dasar kritis
from her mother Lalitangi. Keen on studies, MLV’s
academic plans, however never fructified thanks to
{ate, and gury GN.Balasubramaniam,
She seemed to absorb GNB’s tutelage like a blotter, i
; ;, soaking u
every nuance, Carried away by her enthusiasm, she preseiited in a. coucerf
the song *Kaaranam Ketta Vaadi? in Purvikalyani, at a time when this
song, lgncd and sung by GNB, was to be refeased shortly on plate. GNB
Wais quite upset and cut off ties with her for some time, Of course, gury
and sishya were later reunited. To quote GNB, “Vasanthi typifies real
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ipleship —- she absorbs all, but presents her own glorious creations.”
¥, no one eould have summed up MLV better.
MUV’ foray into films brought her more fame and money. Her
Kritis were sublime expressions of melody. Her eloguent rendition
itar kritis gained her great appreciation. She would clear doubts
skrit with Embar Vijayaraghavachariar. The month of Margazhi (Dec-
sequired a special charm with her renditions of Andaal’s Thiruppavai.
itions to support Bharatt by her daughter Srividhya were
ghable. In 1976, MLV was honoured with a doctorate degree
Mysore University for her work with regard to Purandaradasa’s
butions to music. MLV also received the third highest civilian honour
Hpm the Indian Government, “Padma Bhushan””. In 1977, atage 49, NEV
oame the youngest woman to eain the award and title in Carnatic
Mwwic, Sangita Kalanidhi. She also received the Sangeeﬁ'}fa
thnmam award given by The Indian Fine Arts Society, Chenuai in
7.MLV was a front ranking artiste for more than 50 years, Padma
i Smt Sudha Raghunathan!¥, renowned vocalist and Violinist A
kanyekumari areher students.
. Twenticth century Carnaticdnos : Performing classical music
a duos started with T Brinda & T Mukta. Radha and Jnyal?kshm‘i,
> popularly known as Radha Jayalakshmi were Indian Carnatic music
vocalistdno as well as playback singers in films in the 1940s and 1950s,
before they became musicteachers. The person who did playback singing
was Jayalakshmi but was named as Radha Jayalakshmi in the cine field.
Actually, Radha was her cousin sister and singing partner on the stage
performances. They wer early singers in the trend of duo singing in Camatic
music, which started in the 1950s, with performers like Soolamangalam
Sisters, and later continued by Bombay Sisters, Priya Sisters, Mambalam
Sisters and Ranjani-Gayatri . The duo were awarded the 1981 Sangeet
Nalak Akademi Award in Carnatic Music — Vocal, given by the Sangeet
Natak Akademi,! India’s National Academy for Music, Dance and
Drama. Vidushi Jayalakshmi died in Chennai on 27 May 2014.
Radhaand Jayalakshmi learnt music from G N. Balasut i
‘himself. Priya Sisters (Haripriya and Shanmukhapriya) are their students.
Sikkil Sisters —Kunjumani & Neela
Sikkil Knnjumani, the elder of the sisters, was born on June 15,
1930 and Sikkil Neela, the younger was born on September 6, 1940.
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Together they are famously known as the Sikkil Sisters. Their
father Azhiyur Natesa lyer was amridangist. Kunjumani started learning
musie from her father initially and then learnt flute from her maternal uncle
Azhiynr Narayanaswami Jyer. Necla learnt flute from her sister
Kunjamani. Kunjamani, began giving concerts from the ageof nineand
Neela from the age of seven. Sikkil Sisters have becn giving concerts
together, since 1962. They are top artistes of the Al India Radio and they
have been giving hundreds of performances at sabhas, television and
elsewhere, both within India and abroad. The sisters ‘blend the tone and
play on their flntes and the merger total and effect remarkable. They are
known for the chaste, orthodox style in rendering raga, kriti and swara,
Sikkil Kunjumani died on November 13,2010, in Chennai, aged 83 and
her sister is alive. Sikkil Mala Chandrasekar, the danghter of Siklil Neela
is following her mother’s footprints as flautist.
Honours and awards they received include Kalaimamani bythe
Tamil Nadn Sangeetha Nataka Sangam — 1973, Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award - 1989, Sangeetha Kalasikhamani by The Indian Fine Arts Society,
Chennai ~ 1997, Sangeetha Kalanidhi - 2002, Padmashree ~ 2004,
Contempotary Classicai MusiciaHarinama Sankcertan
Exponent: Bhagavatha Shi i Stat Kanthimathi Santhanami™ is
a d Classical music Guruand S; dhaya Harinama
exponent. Harinaam Sankeertan is called mother of Classical music forit
provides all nourishment and support for Classical music to survive the
tests of time. Trained in Camnatic classical by Sangita KalaNidhi
Mudikondan Verk Iver, St Kanthirathi Santt h ipiled
and authored many books like Bhakti Ranjani, Shodasa Ganapathy,
Ambaal Divya Naamam and Naama Ratna maala®™ to propagate this
tradition. Also, she has written and composed many bhajans and
Naamavalis in her Naama Ra‘na Maala. She was awarded the title
Bhagavatha Seva Mani by Shankaracharya, She is a great achiever, for
she has proved her excclleace in Sampradliaya Bhajan, which has been a
male bastion for centuries. She is also my beloved Guru from whom 1
learnt this tradition and also Classical music.

Kalai iDP: is the only woman composer to
Tave writts in all 72 Melakartha raagas. She has published
it as Mela Raga Kriti Maala, auth byDr. SR han and
Veenai S Balachander,
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Dr. S Bhagy hmi has iled and published a book
yas in Carnatic Music which serves as anauthentic source of reference
{gamers, researchers and performers.
Violinists : Dr. N, Rajam (born 1938) is an Indian violinist \',vho
) Hindustani classical music. A Professor of Musicat Banaras Hindu
verslty, she eventually became Chair of the depariment and the Dear'A
the college She was awarded the 2012 Sangeet Natak Akademi
ship, the highest honour in performing arts conferred by the Sangeet
Akademi, India’s National Academy for Music, Dance and Drama,
asarala Kauyakumariis a renowned fc:n_xale Ca'matic
sic violinist from South India. Kanya.k'um?.r: is a ngmve of
ayanagaram, AndhraPmdahandhasbemlivmgquk}cmm formore
" than 4 decades. She was fortunate to be a sishya (disciple) of 3 great
Iagendary gurus, vaturi Vij Rao, M. Chandrasek and M. L.
thakumari,

Nasan

: Innovations and Chailenging Feats- She has many‘su?cessful
ereative innovations to her credit. “Vadya Lahari” her hrlain childis a,?_ew
¢ombo ofthe violin, veena and Nadaswaram. “Tristhayl sangammam,” isa
Confluence of 3 violins playing in different octaves portraying a special
dlmension. Others were, “Carnatic Music Ensembles” of 25, 50, 75 and
100 violins as well as 100 bl X the

millennium, A music piece “100 ragamalika swarams” ‘hich exposes her

dexterity in bringing out the raga swaroopam in just one a‘va.rthana each
and 29 bours nonstop thon p Many,. estly aMs
and titles have beent d upon her including Ke from
Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Dhanurveena Praveena, a title bestowed on 1:151'
hy M.S. Subbulakshmi, Sangeeta Kala Nipuna from the Mylapore Fine
‘Arts Clnb, 2002, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, 2003, Sangeetha
Chudamani Award from Krishna Gana Sabha, 2012.

Dr. M. Narmadha is a violinist in the C?rrpa}\ic and
Hindustari traditions. Narmadha is the daughter of violinist M. S.
Gopalakrishnan. She trained with her grandfather, Parur A. Sundaram ]}"er,
and later, her father. Her doctoral thesis compares North a‘l'-li fﬂouth [nd)lfin

ic styles. Bom into a family of lished musici \
:::‘:iyud genre of Parur-MSG tradition with formal training from her
grandfather Shri Parur A Sundaram Iyer from the age of four, fathex:
Padmashri M.S, Gopalakrishnan and mother Smt. Meenakshi
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Goplakrishnan. With the rare privilege of learning both Karnatak and
Hind i systems sirnull ly from her father in violin and from her
mother in vocal she has proved her excellence in both styles.

A career gold medalist, top grade artiste of All IndiaRadio,
Narmadha won her Doctorate from Delhi University as a Senior U.G.C
fellow for her unique thesis on Comparative study of Raagas of Indian
Music later published as a book titled. ‘Indian Music and Sanchara in

* Raagas’ under the guidance of Sitar maestro Prof. Debu Chaudhuri and
vocalist DrK.GGinde,

In&xepresentgmeraﬁonwehaveLalithxandNandini,dminvioﬁm
Other disciples :

E. Gayathri, a prodigal artist, also known as Veena Gayathri, is
a i veena exp She was app as Honorary Director
of Tamil Nadu Government Music Colleges (in Chennai, Thiruvaiyaru,
Madurai and Coimbatore) by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, J.
Jayalalithaa, in2011.

Padmashri Arnna Sairam is a noted vocalist of repute, who is
dedieatedly carrying forward the musical tradition of Dhanammal lineage
received from her Guru T Brinda.

Dr RN Srcelatha, who hails from the Rudhrapattanam tradition
of Karnataka isa d Vocalist and acad and icologi:
who has great number of research and lecture d ions to her credit.
She has been awarded Karnataka Kala Shri. She retired as Principal,
College of Fine arts, University of Mysore. She is a purist in that her
rendition of Ragam Tanam Pallavi is incomparable, She has been

: leamm'uy Ay 4 \:‘ dreds afmikel umgh
her Sheutimanjari Foundation,

Dr. Padma Murthy is a disciple of the stalwart Mysore K.
Vasudevachar. She also learnt from D K Jayaraman and RK Srikantan.
Between 1973 and 1978, Padma earried out in-depth research on the
Psychology of Music and Musie Therapy at the National Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro Seiences (NIMHANS), Bengaluru. She served as the
Professor and Chairperson, Department of Performing Arts, Bangalore
University. Later, she served as Dean and Visiting Professor at the Sri
Padmavathi Mahila University, Tirupati. Her work on music therapy has
brought her international repute,
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Dr: Radha Bhaskar is a woman of unique combination. She is
ished musician. Also, she is acultural and journalist,
who! ing a monthly magazin lassical music, di
= gince st 1] years.
In this article | have tried to bring focus on those trendsetters V\fho
. gwam ngainst social current to secure recognition for feminine contribution
- fowiirds Carnatic music. [ al ledge the fact that 1} names
{n mind which1 could not pen for lack of dfsta and proof about.the sarme, as
well as paucity of space. Also, 1 have deliberately avoided life details of
llving musicians for it is their own right and choice to shave their personal
dotails. But time and again, 1 happen 1o Witness situations where wornen
were discouraged from choosing Classical music as profession by'thexr
s, one classic example being myself. 1 was groomed tobe anEngineer.
But the spark of Classical music in me grew so big e ﬂ.gme that as time
passed it did not let me do anything but elassical nusic. As | came out
successfully to perform Kheyal of Bade Ramdas Gh‘afan.a on stage, my
Guru revealed to me that he had broken )‘.he social conditioning to wn.ch me
this Keyal form, for it has been the unwritten rulenot to teach Keyal singing
to female artists, in this musical lineage. Even today I have come across
several cases were the parents put their heart and soul to groom the girl to
be aperforming Classical musician, but the in-laws curb her interests fo: it
was not in their family tradition. Th y living ; s who
gotadivorce for they did not want to compromise with parrow minded
social restrictions being imposed o them. Un.predic“babxhty in career

d

sexual gender discris al restrictions

et factors whichare il being valiantly foughtagainst by the present
icians. Let the inspiration and blessi 3 sefters
day PRTNY
guide ustoexplore greater possibilities.
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- visionary Millenni

Geuder Equality, Women’s Empowerment
and the role of Edncation

Arti Srivastava

Even though women have made real gains we are constantly

reminded of how far we have to go to be able to realize equality between

men and women. World leaders recognized the pervasiveness of

and viol d girls whenthey signed'the
um Declaration in 2000. Among the eight Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs), they inchuded gender equality and women's
cmpowerment.!
" The goal of gender equality and women's e_mpowerment u-acke,d
£ school enrolment, women’s share of paid work, and women’s
pmgx@ss ? i i Tt {obal attention and action, It sought
to hold i bilise much needed resources and
to hold government accountable, mo! :
formulate new laws, policies, pro; a es and data. But there are glaring

are tal issues, such as women’s right

. PP ‘dand ibilitis,

to q : ties,
By failing to address the structural causes of discrimination and

violence against women and girls, progress towards equality has]géesn
stalled. Of all the MDGs, the least progress has been made on MDGS,
i th;, reduction of maternal mortality. To make greater progress, w,e
Lz;d to give further importance to the goals of gender equality, women’s
n‘ghts ax?d women’s empowerment, all of which are gox_mded in hm
:ghts and tackle unequal powerretations. Threc areas require urgent action.
First, ending violence against women and girls mustbea Apnonty. S‘ec‘md,
d q ] OP; it ; an

::’::\Iilsaen:cmty, Equal access to land and credit, natural resources,
Bank were the. sponsors.

+UNDP, UNESCOU;, NICEF and the World
PAP}oined as the fifth UN sponsoring agency after the conference

(UNICEF, 1999)
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decent work and cqual pay needs to be addressed with renewed urgency.
And third, women’s voices must be heard. For democracy to be: meaningfiil
and inclusive, womer’s voices and leadership st be. arnplified inall public
and private spaces. Despite progress in recent years women comprises
Just 20% of parliamentarians and 27% of judges?

France and India have a strategic partnership of prime importance.
‘We cooperate on the most sensitive of subjects like social matters. To
know about French experiences towards gender equality and whether
reservations are enough o ensure women sharing equal space in Parliament
and corporate boardrooms, the views. of Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, France’s
minister for women’s rights may be shared. She says—

o ing on the situation of isalsoaboutcarrying
common initiati the i ional stage. hal Tieahead
of us- the 20" anniversaries of the Beijing and Cairo conferences and the
review of the Millennium Development Goals. We must ensure that
promoting women’s full rights remains an uncontested goal for the
international community™,

Belkacem believes that along with financial measures, achange of
mentelities will be necessary to bring about progress in the situations of
women. She believes that the state is responsible for guaranteeing equatity
between men and women. She is convinced that the sehool, and more
generally, educetion must contribute to the fight against discrimination.
She has pointed toward the positive signs sent by India, such as the recent
appointmentofa women to head the State Bank of India. Another example
is Cap Gemini subsidiary in India which has a workforce 0£ 40000 in nine
cities and is helmed by a women. She has also pointed towards several
political parties and important states which are led by wome...

For increasing representation of women in political and corporate
worlds reservation of seats as a solution is uet promoted in France. They
chose to take the legislative road to improve the situationi.e. if| political
parties donot respect parity in legistative elections, they have to pay fines.
Atieast40% ion of women ive boards of b pari
is required otherwise fines will be exacted. President Hollande of France
has appointed, for the first time, a strictly parity-based government. This has
sctan iple of si for women and their empowerment.

Our country has done a lot for the welfare of women under both
women-specificand lated Iegislations. The g offadia
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sct goals of gender equality and cmpowerment of women, emdf
ribed policies and operational strategies to ensure Lh'e progress o
men. The principle of gender equality is enshnnejd in the‘ Indnlan
nstitution, in its Preamble, Fund: i Rights, F m Duties
Directive Principies. Tk itution not only gt s equal o women,
bt also empi the state to adopt ares of positive discr ;
A favour of women. In the National Policy for the Empowerment of
Women, 2001, tt ine goals for women’s welfare and
along with action plants to achieve those goals. ‘
However, there still exists a wide gap between the goals enunciated
{n the constitution, legistation, policies, plaz.ls, progmﬂ,~m related
mechanisms on the one hand and the situational reality on tk'xe status of
‘women in India, on the other. This has been‘anal.yzed extensively mﬁ:e
Reportof the Committee on status of women u31d15, “Towards Bquality”,
1974 and highlighted in the National Persp Plan forWomn?n, 19{38-
2000, the Shramshakti Report, 1988 and the Platform for Action, Five
Years After-An Assessment™. o
We are ot satisfied with the present state: of womenand girl cﬂkluéfle.
The reason is we have failed tochange tt lity of 10
ivil women, The authorities cor
g-as‘s-roots Jevel X»:hndeny any| pnvﬂeg; ui e W)meumdme§L
i tts, teachers and women themselves are respon#l} e
ggm’glig?::rmem because it is they who are suppo;eflto \ml}ze
the facilities provided by the State for the benefit ?f women. Itisimperative
that India b d about their leg;lh rights ass 2 :c?:tx;i
i ir safety, security and empowerment. The messa;
x;g’::mfz:n‘f ;; zlaeart.ysimplyzaking laws is not enough. Amess and
enforcement are equally, if not more necessary, to ensure their success.

In the attainment of gender equality and women’s enlxpowe.nnem,
education has also an i oleto play. 'Ithe ! Itipl I of
gender equality like equality of access, equfa.hty inthe leaming process,
equality of educational outcomes and equahty'of f:xternal r.esults need to
be heeded and dealt carefully to achieve equality in education. )

iy et g i

u; Lasic ducation. Actual d: rather than 1 is better
:ndieator of whether access has been achieved.
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Equality in the leaming process means that girls and boys receive

equitable treatment and attention and have equal opportunities to learn.,
This means that girls and b posed to the same curricul
teaching methods and materials that are free of stercotypes and gender
bias. Both of them should have the freedom to learn, explore and develop
skills inall academic and extracurricular offering.
Equality of ed
equal opp to achieve and

girlsand boys enjoy
are based on their individual

into future grades, or other types of educational opportunities, the extent to
which there may be bias in the hanisms is an i iderati
when trying s quality of s d equali
Equality of external results oceurs when the status of men and
‘women, their access to goods and resources, and their ability to contribute
to, participate in and benefit from economic, social, cultural, and political
activities are equal. This implies that career opportunities, the time needed
to l after leaving fuall t ducation and th i f

ngs

men and women with simil i d equal.
The above mentioned four dimensions of gender equality in

ion are related. Women'’s equality cannot b d only through

butit cannot be without education. This education ma

be formal or informal, it may be directly dialectie, analytic, merely

information based or icating | ge through i

but cducation in a wide sense is a pre-requisite for value change and

. 8.

without h new social obj can takeroot.

Ifeducationistobe ane of the P gender equality
and wommen’ the dinat and bek modificatious
needied to be achieved need to be dand explained. The text books
should be free of gender bias and the should

their own biases so that they can become instruments of change.

1tis, therefore important, that if we expect cducation to be a means
of promoting women’s equality, we should ensure that in the text books,
and in co-curricular and extra-curricular activities there are themes and
topics which will make the young think and discuss the subject, while we
need notin fact shouid not, promote particular stereotypes of a free and
equal women we shotld be able to indicate that equality is an important
value that needs to be realized in our society in respect of ‘men-women,
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sor and as between different ethnic, religious and l_inguis.ﬁc groups.
hould be able to explain the various aspects or d.nmensfolns of the
of equality in civic, political, economic and social familial sphex:e
Upto this point the task of promoting the concept of women's
education may be relatively simple. What ;
p\‘i’t‘}:::ﬁlhm ideaat the rational, intellectual level and it is po:sfble to
d teachers who accept it and can speak about it competently.
Whil caution in advocati leed asa policy
purely on the basis of caleulating the wider sloci'al rt}tufns to sych
tmicnt, it is important to reorganize that investing in girls ec.igcauon
{ntrinsic value, and opens up possibilities or opport{.lmues for
insformation of gender relations, even though focus on quality, content
process is unarguably important’.
Recent policy shifts in education have been articulated aro‘\:nd and
gr the 1990 Jomtien Conference, which gave rise to the Vforld
sclaration on Education for All”, backed by major mt'cmanoml and
ateral donors as well as national governments. Intemational consensus
ctations on education, viewing the rightto
lity, justic and i sense.(UNICEF,

poverty,

i ightsand d
weting women, p ‘human right . prots
u'::vhvnmemand eontrolling population growth” (UNICEF, 1999..1 3).8
A strong global goal can push our societies to the tipping point f’f
ejecting discrimination against women and girls and unleash the potential
" of halfthe population for more peaceful and a sustainable planet.
‘Works Clted
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Diasporic Selves in the Making:
Reflections on Meena Alexander’s

Fault Lines
Manjari Shukia
The often-stated obj it o and memolrs
{5 the pursuitof identity. Memoirsare oughtto pethoughtofasa “parrative
ofmauthor’squestfor‘ + <+ dentity rather than achronicle, a 1

of events, or a bildungsroman wherein the author attainsa fixed-frame
identity” (Tudor 87). The text thus produced by such a writer is an
exploration of possible meanings, contradictions, constructions,

i et remberingsand forgettings, which
constitutes the texture of| Tife. Under such a parameter of Autobiography/
memoir writing, it isgiven that the process of weaving the story of one’s
life necessarily changes the texture: of that life inamajor way. The author’s

nglementin thetext him/hertol ass/heislearning
m@mmmmty isnot the end product only, butis rather a continuous
process jons and ions inanew phere. Tudor
inherarticle further exp h paradigm of Foucault’s thinking
gbout the self, which apiestt bject positions si ly: past,
present and future, aiid the movement of the self within these positions;
best explains this pl dentity ion(87) and its search by

the author, who is writing the memoir.
Tt otofiden 1fhe attempt to defineand share

ntity i
the identity is perhaps the roost challenging textual exercise that any author
col it ograph ‘Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines

jons’,

WIS - an

and‘;mnsmvﬁons’,’[hispaperwin chiefly evaluate how

)] Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines explorethe various dimensions
of her memoirand (b) ‘Tow the other memoirs by contemporary writcrs
fi th i hy © y diasporic discipli
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Itis 2 known fact that the literature of ‘diaspora, involves anidca
of ahomeland, a place from where the displ d i
of harsh journeys undertaken on account of ions or choices. It is
through experiences of distocati location and re-locations that
diasporic or migrant writers learn to live with multiple selves and
communities. These writers find solace inAutobiography/memoir writing
and are seen to find fro lex di i ities. The ing
of borders, dispersal, nostalgia for the homeland and feelings of alienation
inthe context of diaspora are used to express not oniy spatial perplexity
but also ideological and existential dist i
According to Susheila Nasta, South Asian diasporic writers in
general draw from thei subcontinental, multicultural, and multilingual
heritage, resulting ina sensibility which “Gs. adaptnotonly in daily transitions
(between and across ianguages and cultures), but in the broader translations
of a finguistic process that has historicelly inseribed sueh heteroglossic
ions,” which enabl “notonly to adapt, to assimilate and
appropriate, butalso 1o hybridize, reshape and sometimes deliberately
misappropriate” (240). The South Asian Amerioan women writers reflect
South Asia’s diversity in terms of religions, languages, and eultures Whi{e
sharing the experiences of direct or indirect migration — life in the U.S. as
members of visibly different citizen groups, and posteoloniality. However,
' b, led diasporic world while

some of them an
teaching and writing abroad, having i from the West’s
hungry priation of South Aslan cultural i

Th i ive and shifting localit tings
of the majority of South Asian American women’s writing, They are seen to
be trademarks in the writings of Abbasi, Alexander, Divakanmi, Sidhwa,
Suleri, Badami, Lahiri, and Naqvi, whose narratives are partly setin the
U.S., and partly in theirb ds. Christiane Schiote remarks in her article

entitled “Interpreters of Transnationalism: South Asian American Women

Writers” that thi p fien marked by an increased
code-switching from English ottt " -

reader out of familiar territory) i bly highlights issues of i
disparity, political conflicts, and culturally di derrelations” (397).

Asan expatriate writer, Meena Alcxander describes herselfasa
“South-Indi -poet wi kes up lines in English, a loni
language [...] 2 Third World-woman-poet, who takes as her right the
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' {ntier city of Manhattan” (The Shock of Arrival 127). In terms of her

multilingual position and her multiple migrations (from India to Sudan,
Britain, the U.S. and back again), Alexander can be seenas exe‘x‘nplary of
s number of South Asian American women writers (Schlote, S}}red of
Memory”). She i ry when s} lizes her own very different
travel trajectory in an essay entitled “No Nation Womaff’: “Idid not leave
my motherland because of terror or politieal repression. I was not torn
sway {rom my ancestra} home. I did not come fr'om ashteti[...]. Onthe
brink of turning five, I left with my mother ona ship [...'] because my fathe:
gotajob he wanted to take, for a few years, faraway in another country’
(The Shock of Arrival 116).

Asatraveller of various traditions and cultures, the literary corpus
of Meena Al der is seen to have d almost three decades and

“liesat the s ion of ethnie American, post-colonial and women’s
studies” (PTM 1), Similarto ber lifesi wh X
border crossings, her writings eross the traditional boundaries and are

which: multipl

il to generate interdi y S}}ei ng the
prolific writers of diaspora who creates new hyl‘>r1d lnem:y fo::ms in _her
various genres of writing, be it poetry, memoir, fiction. There is anincredible
blend of western notes and Bhakti as well as Suﬁ poetry of. ‘non-western
tradition in her writings. Her works have received wor.IdwK.le accolac%es
and project her as one of the promising writers of Indian Diaspora with

" ial leash th iced. Her writing move beyond
the restricti ional and locally bound traditions and have the power to
create their own literary niche. The ongoing engageme_nt gf hei works is
the question of cultural legacy of ialisrn and i : effect
in the aftermath of decolonization. Lopamudra Basu and Cynthia Leen?ns
inthe ‘Introduction’ of the book entitled Passages to Manhattan write:
Although Alexander’s works originates in the very specific Iocaﬁfm
of her Kerala childhood and is shaped by the context of post'colomr;ad]
e bistory, it alsosi o it abite fhe fealm of a
Inl;xd;:n?ex:neme From the agc of five, Alexander experienced multiple
and continuous border crossings, from Kerala to Sudanat tjxrsL.fou'OWed
by travelling to England and returning to India, and culminating in her
‘migratory joumney to the United States (11).
As mentioned above the continuous border crossings by Alexander
gotreflected in her literary oenvre. While tracing the genealogy of women

































































































































































































